IT. The Cafe of a Lad hit ten by a mad Dog, 
communicated in a Letter from Mr. Ed¬ 
ward Nourfe, F. R. S. and Chirurgeon to 
Sc. Bartholomews Hofpical, to Cromwell 
Mortimer, M. D. Seer. R. S. 


Dear SIR, 

P Refuming that the following Cafe will be accept. 

able to the Society, I beg Leave to communicate 
it through your Hands. I am 

Tour mojl obedient Servant , 

i8>». 1736-7. 

Edward Nourfe. 


CTephen Bellafs , aged about Sixteen, fome time ih 
June 1735, was bit by a mad Dog through the 
Nail of his Right Thumb : I was called immediately 
•upon tire Accident, when I propofed to make a Li¬ 
gature above, and to cauterize the wounded Part 5 hut 
that not being complied with, I defired Mr. Gernum 
the Apothecary , who was prefent, -to make up the 
Remedy mentioned -by Dumpier in our Tranfac- 
•tions, N" 0 237 [and_443>] {viz.) Lichen ciner. ter- 
rejiris, Riper, nig. aa, §i. f.Rulvis. Of this Powder 
he took a Dram, within an Hour after he was hit; 
repeated it the next Morning before he fet out for 
Gravefend, where he was ten Days, and dipt in the 
fait Water every Day; during which Time he re¬ 
peated the Medicine Night and Morning, and con¬ 
tinued fo to do fox forty Days. This Boy was with- 
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out the Icaft Sign of being affe&ed by the Poifoii, 
till Tuefday laft the nth of January 1736-7. when 
in the Evening he complained of a Numbnefs in three 
of the Fingers of the Hand that was not bit: On 
Wednefday Morning he was fick, had great Pain 
acrofs his Stomach, and in all his Bones; in the Even¬ 
ing I was fent for to bleed him, the People about 
him fuppoling he had got Cold. When I came, I 
found him feverifh, with a hard full Pulfe: I asked 
what Complaints he had ? He told me thofe above- 
mentioned. I inquired what Nourifhment he had 
taken that Day ? the Anfwer was. None, for he could 
not fwallow 5' whereupon I looked into his Mouth, 
but there was no Inflammation ; neither did any thing 
occur tome that could poffibly produce the Difficulty 
of fwallowing, he faid, he had : I offered him fome 
Sack-whey in a Bafon, but he Parted at the Sight of 
it, neither would he buffer it to come near him } I 
then offered him a Spoonful, which I prevailed upon 
him to fwallow : The Moment it was down, he was 
convulfed, and a remarkable Horror appeared in his 
Countenance, which was fucceeded by a profufe 
Sweat all over his Face and Head. He afterwards 
took another Spoonful; the Confequence was as be¬ 
fore, but in fomewhat a higher Degree: I was now 
convinced that this was the vfyoqoGlct, and that it arofe 
from his having been bit nineteen Months ago j for 
after the mod drift Inquiry, it does not appear that 
he has been bit by any Animal fince 5 and if he had, 
it is very probable I fhould have known it, his Matter 
living next Door to me, and the Boy knowing how 
much Danger we thought him in, when he was bit: 
I acquainted his Friends with tny Apprehenfions, and 

defired 
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deftred farther Advice ; upon which Dr. Monro was 
fent for, who ordered him to be let Blood, a Repeti¬ 
tion of the above-mentioned Medicine in a Bolus 
every four Hours, and a Clyfter: He was blooded, and 
the Clyfter was injected; but he was prevailed upon 
to take but one of the Bolufles. This Night was fpcnt 
with great Inquietude, and without any Sleep: Thurs¬ 
day Morning he was generally convulfcd, and had 
frequent Rcachings and Yawnings alternately ; about 
Noon his Mind (which till then continued found) left 
him, and he raved and foamed at the Mouth till five 
o'Clock in the Afternoon; at which Time Nature 
feemed quite fpent, and he lay very quiet till Seven, 
when he died. 

The Poifon in this Boy, you find, was latent near 
nineteen Months; which I know the Books mention, 
but it never fell within my Obfervation before. 

I do not know whether it be neceftary to tell you, 
that I cut this Boy for the Stone laft Summer, about 
a Year after he had been bit; I never faw a Wound 
more difpofed to heal, and he was well and abroad in 
five Weeks. 


III. An Explanation of the Runic Characters 
cf Helfingland, by Mr. Andrew Celfius ? 
R. S. Suec. Seer. F. R. S. and Frofejfor of 
Ajironomy at Upfal. 

snp IS well known, that there are Stones found 
j[ in the feveral Parts of Sueden, which were 
formerly fet up as Obelisks in Memory of the Dead. 

Thefe 



